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TITLE: COFL‐GTL‐ED‐4.4.6‐2 TO ALLEVIATE THREAT FROM A WASTEWATER GRAVITY 

MAIN BREAK SOP 0501 (GTL.PL.13.00X) 

ESMS Standard Operating Procedure 

 
System: Wastewater Hazard Prevention Procedure No. : SOP 0501 

 
Subsystem: Wastewater Gravity Line Break    

Maintenance Procedures 
Page No. : Page 1 of 2 

 
Process: To Alleviate Threat Resulting 

from Wastewater Gravity Main 
Break 

Revision No. : 01 

Revision Date : 4/28/15 
 

Purpose: 

Procedures to Gain control and Alleviate Risks Associated with a Wastewater Gravity 
Main Break 
 

Scope: 

To implement the best operational practices to reduce, contain or eliminate possible 
spills of wastewater which may contain solids. 

Responsibility: 

Adherence to these written procedures will be the responsibility of the Regional 
Wastewater Chief Operator. 

Procedure: 

1. PURPOSE 

1.1 This is a procedure to handle a Wastewater Gravity Line break or stoppage. 

2. PROCEDURE 

2.1 Report all spills in accordance to the Sanitary Sewer Overflow (S.S.O.) 

Procedures (CH/SEC/SUBJ/PAGE). 
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2.2 Determine the location of the stoppage or damaged gravity  

2.3 If an SSO is occurring, stop flow, by-pass flow, or pump the system to a bypass 
or retention until the overflow condition ceases or the line is repaired.  

2.4 If the line is stopped use the equipment available (rodding machine, snake, 
vacuum truck etc.) to break the stoppage.  

2.5 If the line is broken determine the pipe identity and the depth. 

2.5.1 If it is able to be repaired by in-house staff then make the repair. 

2.5.2 If it is not able to be repaired by in-house staff then refer it the appropriate 

annual contractor.  

2.6 Vactor, sanitize, and deodorize the area  
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